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If you have a pre-existing condition and no health insurance, you may qualify for the 
Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan (PCIP for short). A pre-existing condition is a health problem you have before you apply for insurance.

PCIP is a new California program that pays for health benefits, including:
· primary and specialty care, 

· hospital care, and
· prescription drugs. 
PCIP is a new program and different from the Major Risk Medical Insurance Program (MRMIP).  If you are already in MRMIP you cannot also get PCIP.
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How do I know if I qualify? 
You can get on PCIP no matter what your income is, if:

· You live in California,

· You are a U.S. citizen or are living in the United States legally,
· You have had no health insurance for at least the last six months before you apply, including under MRMIP, AND
· You have a pre-existing condition.
What does it cost?
You have to pay monthly premiums for PCIP based on your age and where you live. PCIP will not charge you a higher premium because of your medical condition.

You will also pay each time you see a doctor or get care. When you use PCIP providers, you will pay no more than $2,500 for services each year beyond the premiums. 
How do I apply?

1. Call 1-877-428-5060 to ask for an application.  You can also get the application online at pcip.ca.gov.
2. Fill out the application and return it. You will have to provide documents to show you qualify for the program.
What if PCIP says “no?” 
You can appeal if:

· You apply for PCIP and are denied. 

· You become a PCIP member and PCIP says you cannot have care you think you need.

· You become a PCIP member and PCIP stops paying for care you get.

Is this part of the new federal health law?

Yes.  The new federal health law gave money to help people with health conditions get health insurance.

This program will last through 2013.  In 2014, under the law, health plans cannot turn you away if you have a health condition.  They will have to sell you coverage.
For more information on the new benefits from the new health law, go to www.healthcare.gov.
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PCIP will help you pay for treatment for all your health needs, even your pre-existing condition.








PCIP has limited space, so apply soon.










